
RALLY DAY 

SEPTEMBER 12 

See page 10  
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Make plans now to attend our annual  
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 2 6 
 

3:00 PM ñInflatables and games  
4:30 PM ñHog Roast  
Bring a side dish to share  
Plates, utensils, and drinks provided  
Please watch for the sign -up on the hall bulletin board.  

 

 

 

 
 

During worship services on 
September 25 and 26, every 2

nd
 

grader will receive a Bible as a gift 
from the members of St. Michael.  
Using their Bible at Emmanuel-St. 
Michael, Sunday School, Godôs 
Kids Worship (starting October 4), 
and daily devotions will help our 
children to grow strong in their faith 
and equip them to do Godôs will. 
 
 

Issue 9 2010 

 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend 
the Homestead home game 
tailgating parties (9/3, 9/17, 10/8, 
10/15) at Southwest Lutheran 
from 4:45 ï 6:45 pm.  FREE 
FOOD, FELLOWSHIP, FUN & 
GAMES! 

Beginning Sunday, 
September 12, services 
will be at 8:00 and 
10:45 AM (changed 
from 10:00). 
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òThen the devil left Him, and angels came and attended Him.ó 
Matthew 4:11  

 

I so enjoy the pace of summer.  One night I was watching the great theological movie Rocky IV .  

Even if youõve never seen a Rocky movie, Iõm sure you can guess the plot.  Sylvester Stalloneõs 

character trains for a boxing match, the fight goes on and on, and both the emotions and testosterone run high.  

 

During one of the training scenes, t he song òNo Easy Way Outó is played throughout.  A couple of the lines really 

grabbed me:  òThereõs no easy way out; thereõs no short cut home.ó  I got to thinking about how true that is in my 

own spiritual life.  Thereõs simply no substitute for regular prayer, reading the Bible, and quieting myself to Godõs 

leading.   

 

On at least one occasion, Satan tempted Jesus to take the easy way out and a short cut in His life.  The temptation 

accounts of Matthew 4 and Luke 4 remind us of the importance of being in Godõs Word.  Each time Jesus was 

tempted, He quoted Scripture in response to Satanõs attacks.  All those years of reading and learning and praying 

were well spent as Jesus could resist Satanõs temptations by responding with Godõs Word. 

 

While my kids and I  sometimes pretend weõre Rocky and one of his opponents and play box, I realize that each day 

a much more real battle is going on in my life.  Iõm often tempted to take spiritual shortcuts.  I sometimes succumb 

to allowing my preparations for Bible classes  and sermons to take the place of devotional reading.  I find myself 

focused more on leading the church than leading my family in Bible reading and discussions at home.  The short cut 

of rattling through the church prayer list instead of my own personal pr ayer list seems like a good idea at the time.  

 

Thankfully, Jesus didnõt take any short cuts in bringing us back into relationship with Him.  His horrific deathéand 

glorious resurrection paid the price for all of our shortcomings.  In His love for you, ther e was òno easy way out; no 

shortcut home.ó   What a great gift Godõs grace is to us! 

 

September means that adult Bible classes and Sunday school begin at St. Michael.  For those who make that a 

regular part of your Sunday morning, I hope we continue to off er topics and discussions that help you to grow in 

your faith life.  If youõve never been before, September 12th  is a great time to begin.   

 

Strong in Jesus,  Pastor Matt 

 
 

 
Thank you from the family of Sandy Kaiser.  We would like to thank the many people of St. 
Michael that have traveled with us on Sandyôs journey battling cancer over the past three years.  
You have been so loving and caring with your prayers, cards, and words of encouragement and 
support not only to Sandy, but also to the rest of the family.  I know Sandy was amazed by the 
ongoing support from so many we barely knew or even did not know.  Over the past few weeks, 

the support continued including meals for us and the dinner following her funeral.  There were more offers for 
support than we could receive!  A simple thank you hardly seems sufficient but know that everything you have done 
and are doing for us is greatly appreciated.  You truly made a difference for us!  May God bless the loving family of 
St. Michael. 
 
To all who provided support for my roof replacement project:  I want to send out a BIG thank you and God bless you 
for all of your prayers, donations and helping hands in replacing my leaky roof.  I would not have this project 
completed without your help.  The roof is beautiful.   Thank you and bless you all, Christina Schaefer 
 
Thank you to all who sent cards and prayers for Erin's recovery.  She is making great progress.  
 Adam and Jami Jo Hahn 
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Shakinõ & Servinõ  

the Fort 2010  

August 28  ð 29  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
There is a famous quote from St. Augustine: We exist because God is good.  
  
God IS good.  And Godós love is unchangeable, unconditional, and eternal.  Godós goodness is still bringing life and 
creation into being.  Godós love came to live in our sinful world was crucified and was raised for it. 
  
This past weekend, we shared Godôs live with the community of Fort Wayne.  We showed people what it means to live a 
life that is Christ-centered.  I shared a quote a few weeks ago that said ñpreach the gospel at all times, if necessary use 
words.ò  We were able to share the Gospel with our actions to hundreds if not thousands of people in the community 
through our weekend of service.  The best part iséitôs not about us, our church, or anything like that, itôs all about sharing 
the love of Jesus with others.  
  
It was a joy and a privilege to share this weekend with all of you, remember that Godôs love is indeed eternal and that he 
loves each of us unconditionally, always. 
  
God is good all the time and all the time God is good.  Remember that today and everyday.  In Jesus, Pastor Ben 
 
 

 
The parsonage will be coming down in October.  If anyone is interested in free 
building material such as kitchen cabinets, doors, bathroom fixtures, gas hot 
water heater, fire place screen, windows, etc, please contact Jerry Egly for more 
information.   
  

We had about 280+ 
volunteers, and we packed 
116 care packages to our 

troops!  
 

Thank You for touching our 
community and sharing Godôs 

love in a practical way! 
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Are you a pessimist or an optimist? 
 
A family had twin boys.  One was an optimist, the other a doom and gloom pessimist.  Just 
to see what would happen, on the twins' birthday their father loaded the pessimist's room 
with every imaginable toy and game.  The optimist's room he loaded with horse manure.  
That night the father passed by the pessimist's room and found him sitting amid his new 

gifts crying bitterly.  "Why are you crying?" the father asked.  The pessimist twin answered:  "Because I'll have to read all 
these instructions before I can do anything with this stuff, I'll constantly need batteries, and my toys will eventually get 
broken."  Passing the optimist twin's room, the father found him dancing for joy in the pile of manure.  ñWhy are you so 
happy,ò the father asked.  The optimistic twin answered:  ñBecause there must be a pony in here somewhere!ò  
 
When our Helping Hands Team proposed the Weekend of Service, I admit I was a pessimist.  I said the same thing that 
Cleveland Indian and Cub fans always say: ñWait ótil next year!ò  I told the team that there just wasnôt enough time to plan 
and that waiting until next year made a lot more sense. 
 
But our Helping Hands Team is filled with optimists.  They said that serving the community is something that we should 
do, and that God would bless our efforts. 
 
I am writing this newsletter article a couple of weeks before the Weekend of Service, but it sure looks like our church will 
be serving the community in many marvelous ways!  I am so thankful for all of you who served!  God bless you.  And I am 
so thankful for the faith, dedication and optimism of our Helping Hands Team:  Mary Leininger, Jennifer Chaffee, Chip and 
Marcia Olson, Clint Lewis, Edie Bearman, Jerry Egly, Linda Grossman, Kathi Likeness, and Karen Kuehnert. 
 
Last week, I was an optimistéI sat in the car with the engine idling while waiting for my wife!  Of course, as Christians, we 
are the ultimate optimists.  Through Jesusô death and resurrection, we have the hope of everlasting life.   
 
Keep growing in your faith, and serve the Lord always!   

With Jesusô Love, Pastor Bob 
 

Focus on these things in the days ahead: 

 Be faithful in reading your Bible each day 

 Know and confess your sins to the Lord daily 

 Faithfully trust all the promises of God - like a little child 

 Remember, it's Godôs pleasure to love you more, much more than you can even imagine 
 
 

 

 

MENôS PRAYER BREAKFAST:  Join us for breakfast followed by devotions and prayer on September 11 at 7:00 
AM at Richardôs Restaurant.  Hope to see you there! 
 

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL?  Join the St. Michael Menôs Ministry FAITH FOOTBALL LEAGUE.  Draft 
day is September 6

th
 at 6:00 pm in Room 24.  No experience necessary.  Men and young men of all ages are 

encouraged to play.  Rules will be covered at the draft.  If you have questions, call Ron Harker or Jason Codling. 
 

 

GOLF OUTING:  Cross Connections will host its 2
nd

 Annual Golf Outing on Saturday, October 2, at 
Brookwood Golf Course.  Registration begins at noon with a shotgun start at 12:30.  The cost of the 
outing is $65/person and includes greens fees for 18 holes of golf, cart, cookout and prizes.  Four Hole-
in-One prizes including $10,000 cash, along with prizes for closest to the pin, longest drive, and winning 
teams will be awarded.  For more information, go to crossconnectionscounseling.com to print a 
registration brochure or call Debbie Gotsch at 744-3228, x304.  
 

RETROUVAILLEéA LIFELINE FOR TROUBLED MARRIAGES:  Do you feel lost, alone, or bored in your marriage?  
Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse?  Are you constantly fighting?  Have you thought about separation or 
divorce?  If any of the above describes your marriage, Retrouvaille can help.  The next weekend is October 8-10.  For 
information, call (800) 470-2230.  All inquiries are confidential. 
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For He Himself has said, ñI will never leave you 
 nor forsake you.ò Hebrews 13:5 

 
The Gospel calls Jesus the ñFriend of Sinnersò (Matthew 11:19).  In John 15, Jesus tells His 
disciples, ñGreater love has no one than this, than to lay down oneôs life for his friends.  You are 
My friendséI have called you friends.ò  Jesus is a friend Who ñsticks closer than a brotherò 
(Proverbs 18:24). 

 
The song No, Not One!, written by Johnson Oatman in 1892, lists some of the attributes of Jesus: high and holy, meek 
and lowly, always near us, His love can cheer us.  The refrain reminds us that Jesus knows and cares about our day to 
day struggles. 
 

Jesus knows all about our struggles,  
He will guide ótil the day is done;  
Thereôs not a friend like the lowly Jesus,  
No, not one!  No, not one! 

 

In a world where we are often taught to be self-sufficient, where we feel isolated or alone, where everyone is busy taking 
care of themselveséJesus is a friend Who promises to love us, listen to us, and never leave us.  Could we ever find a 
closer, wiser, stronger friend? 
 

No, not one!  Stephanie Maxson  

 

WORSHIP SEMINAR ON October 23rd 

Mark this date on your calendar. 
Who: EveryoneðSt. Michael members and anyone else who is interested. 

When: October 23 

What: Different ministry leaders and experts from the community will be leading sessions on a variety of worship 
and music topics such as: puppet ministry, flow between praise songs, handbell techniques, chording: piano 
and guitar, singing with a mike, mixing sound, greeting and first impressionséand much, much more.  

Why: To increase awareness, knowledge, and excitement about St. Michael worship ministries. 
 

 

Choir is starting!!!! We would love to have you join us for any of our vocal or instrumental 
groups.  It is a great opportunity to use your musical gifts in worship, meet some fellow 
musicians, and learn some new music!  For more information, contact Stephanie Maxson at 
432-2033. 
 

Ï Adult Choir will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, September 1, from 7:00-8:00 pm in the 
sanctuary.  This choir does four part SATB music.  If you are reading this and realize that 
you have missed the first rehearsal, you are still welcome!   
 

Ï Menôs Choir will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, September 1,
 
from 6:30-7:00 pm in the sanctuary.  This choir 

does TTBB music.   
 

Ï Flute Choir will continue rehearsals on Tuesday mornings from 8:15-9:30 in the sanctuary.  Any woodwind 
instrument is welcome to join in!  

 

Ï Brass Choir will continue rehearsals on Saturday morning.  This group typically plays the first Sunday of each month 
in the late service.  Contact Denise Beights at 483-0524 for more information. 

 

Ï Handbell choirs will begin rehearsals on Monday, September 20.  Our Youth Ringers is for students in grades 3-8 
and will meet at 4:00 on Mondays in the sanctuary.  Our adult bell choir, Harmony Ringers, will meet at 6:30 on 
Mondays in the sanctuary.  Please contact Celine Newman at 636-7101 for more information.  

 

Ï Praise Band instrumentalists are always needed.  If you play drums, electric or acoustic guitar, bass, enjoy singing 
contemporary music, or have an interest in mixing sound, please contact Stephanie Maxson or Bruce Schroeder for 
more information. 

 
Donôt have time to commit to a weekly practice?  We welcome soloists (kids and adults) to be part of our worship 
services.  Please contact Stephanie so we can schedule you! 


