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FUN FOR EVERYONE! 
SUMMER OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERIES 
Thursday evenings at 7:00  
July 15, 22, 29, and August 5 

 

Mark the dates on your calendar!  Invite your neighbors, friends, and co-
workers to this special evening of music, worship, and fellowship.  Movies 
will be shown after the service on July 15 (The Blind Side & The Pirates 
Who Donôt Do Anything) and 29 (National Treasure).  The Good News 
Puppets will make an appearance on July 29 prior to the service, and a 
praise concert and ice cream social will follow the service on the 22

nd
.   

 
 
BRING ONE, TAKE ONE 

Come one, come all! 
Letôs have a PLANT SWAP before the fall. 
 

Do your plants need to be thinned out? 
Mine sure doðwithout a doubt! 
 

Please bring plants that are over-grown, 
Cuttings, diggings and seeds to be sown. 
 

To church on THURSDAY, JULY 22
ND
ðplease attend. 

Afterwards, swap seeds and plants with a friend. 
 

So, come at 7:00 PM.  I promise it will be fun. 

There will be an ice cream social, music and a tent to protect from the sun. 
 

Bring a friendðfor them there will be a chair. 
And donôt forget the guest of honoréGOD will be there! 

 
 

Shakinõ & Servinõ the Fort 2010  
The Inaugural Weekend of Service: Shakinô & Servinô the 
Fort! will be August 28 & 29!  This will be a fantastic 
opportunity for you and your family to participate in service 
projects all over Fort Wayne!  Watch the bulletins each week 

for more details on how you can help and participate in our first annual 
Weekend of Service! 
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òFor as Jonah was a sign  to the Ninevites,  
so also will the Son of Man be to this 

generation.ó  Luke 11:30  
 

òSign, Sign, Everywhere A Signó   

 

I was biking on a country road way north of Fort Wayne and noticed a 

sign òSlow Handicapped Childó in front of a house and it got me 

wondering how that sign w as placed there.  Did a child wander out onto 

the road and almost get hit?  Did the parents feel embarrassed when 

they called the office to have the signs placed in front of their house?  

As the child gets older, will she or he ever understand what the sig n 

means? 
 

As I was peddling for miles after, I got to thinking what type of sign 

would be in my front yard if I had to make an honest assessment about 

who I am.  òSinful Angry Person,ó òGrumpy Dad,ó òEasily Distracted and 

Annoyedó were some of the signs that came to mind.  Take a minute and 

ask the Holy Spirit what signs might be outside your home.  
 

Traveling from my house to church, I counted 211 visible signs.  I live 

just over five minutes away from church.  We cert ainly see signs 

everywhere and our mind works hard to filter most of them out.   
 

Thankfully, God has given us signs as well.  While it may be unique to 

think about this in July, the angels spoke these words to shepherds 

hundreds and hundreds of years ago:   òThis will be a sign to you:  You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a mangeró (Luke 2:12).  

This sign was the fulfillment of a great promise:  òéyou are to give Him 
the Name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sinsó 
(Matthew 1 :21). 
 

Because of Jesus, a simple sign òForgivenó is placed in front of your 

house and mine.  How might God use you to place a similar sign in a 

neighborõs yard, a co-worker õs cubicle, or a family memberõs front door?  

If God can use a scared teenage girl and smelly shepherds, He certainly 

can use you and me. 
 

Looking for signs,  Pastor Matt   
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òThe King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, 

whatever you did for one of the least  of these 
brothers of Mine, you did for Me.õó 

 Matthew 25:4 0 
 

 
Well, it has been a busy month!  I was ordained and installed and then 
(almost immediately) hopped on a plane to Jamaica with our DCE Scott 
Hedtke.  We went down there with four other St. Michael members on a five-
day short-term mission trip.  It was phenomenal!  The Lord really blessed 
our time there as we served the Jamaican people who are in constant need.  
 
We did many things while we were there including: building a school; 
feeding the poor; and visiting orphanages, nursing homes and the 
surrounding communities.  It was a real joy to see how the Holy Spirit used 
our group to share Christôs love with His people.  
 
The main project on this trip was building the school in Jamaica that St. 
Michael began raising money for five years ago.  It began with Claire 
Brackmann raising money through Concordia High School in 2005, 
continued with St. Michaelôs efforts over the past five years, and with the 
generous help of our brothers and sisters at Redeemer Lutheran in Fort 
Collins, Colorado, we were able to raise the funds to complete the school.  
 
We were hands on and had the 
school completed in less than 48 
hours, it was a tremendous amount 
of work, but well worth it! 
   

Visit our new blog at 
http://stmichaellcms.wordpress.com/

missions/jamaica-2/ to see pics, 
make comments, share and more. 

 
There is so much going on here at St. Michael, and we are interested in 
sharing it in new and exciting ways.  Check us out on twitter; 
@stmichaellcms or become a fan on facebookðSt. Michael LCMS.  If you 
have any question about how you can do any of these things email us with 
any questions at stmichaellcms@gmail.com.  
 
Itôs going to be a great summer as we serve the community together in 
Christôs love. 
 

In Him, Pastor Ben 
  

http://stmichaellcms.wordpress.com/missions/jamaica-2/
http://stmichaellcms.wordpress.com/missions/jamaica-2/
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From our Worship Directoré 
 
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as 
gold or silver that you were redeemedébut with the precious 
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  1 Peter 1:18-19 
 

I have to admit, Iôm not a real big fan of blood.  I could never be a nurse, and even 
the occasional summer injuries (that are bound to occur with four children) often 
make me queasy!  Interestingly enough, we often sing about blood: ñJesus, Thy 
blood and righteousness;ò ñJust as I am, without one plea, but that Thy blood was 
shed for me;ò ñThere is poweré.in the blood, of the Lamb;ò and ñNothing but the 
blood of Jesus.ò 
 

We need to sing and talk about Jesusô blood.  Although the images of Good Friday 
and the crucifixion are not pleasant, they are reminders of the great sacrifice our 
Savior gave.  The celebration of Easter reminds us that there is power in Jesus 
blood.  Our Savior died, and ROSE!!!!  God offers us salvation and forgiveness of 
sinsða clean slate paid for through the blood of His Son, Jesus.  This is not a 
temporary fix; the price Jesus paid is for all eternity. 
 

The hymn ñNothing but the blood of Jesusò was written by Robert Lowry and William 
Doane, two men who learned about Christ in their teen years.  The hymn is simple 
and repetitive.  Each verse is filled with questions, and each question has one 
answer: Jesusô blood!  
 

What can wash away our sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus!   
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus!  
O precious is the flow, that makes me white as snow; no other fount I know;  
Nothing but the blood of Jesus! 

 

We can be certain God loves us!  He has washed away our sin, and through His 
blood, made us white as snow!  I guess blood isnôt so bad after all. 
 

Stephanie Maxson  

 

 

Outdoor worship:  Additional help is needed to set up and tear down.  Contact 

Jerry Egly or Stephanie Maxson. 
 
Being Instrumental:  Beginner instrumentalists or those who havenôt played for 

awhile are welcome to come practice Tuesday mornings @ 11:00 am through the 
month of July.  All instruments are welcome! 
 
Menôs Choir will sing at Renaissance Village on July 12

th
 @ 10:00 am. 

 
A big thanks to Jon Meyer and the newly formed ñBand of Brothersò for helping to 

lead Saturday worship through the summer! 
 
Backyard Party: Join us on Friday, August 6, as our praise teams and VBS kids 

provide music for the evening. 
 
VBS participants are invited to sing at the worship services on Sunday, August 8. 
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Small Group Ministry Newsé 
 
Coming in SeptemberéYOUéDonôt want to miss your 
chance to be part of a ñWalk the Talkò Growth Group at St. 

Michael this Fall!  Growth Groups begin the second week in 
October and last through mid-December.  
 

Growth Groups are St. Michael groups of 12-15 people that get together weekly in 
convenient locations all over The Fort and surrounding areas to meet new friends, 
have fun, and grow spiritually.  All the Fall ñWalk the Talkò Growth Groups will be 

digging deeper into the previous weekôs sermon.  The pastors will post discussion 
questions on the St. Michael website that anyone can access.  The sermon is also 
out on the St. Michael website for you to listen to if you missed it.   
 
What a great opportunity to discuss with friends what you learned from the sermon, 
maybe talk about what you didnôt understand, and share new insights.  And finally, 
how do I ñwalk the talkò based on what God revealed through the sermon.  St. 

Michael has never done this type of study before.  It will be very exciting to dig 
deeper into Godôs weekly messages from our pastors and grow spiritually with 
friends.  Sign-ups will begin September 19

th
.   

 
Speaking of growing spiritually, how is that going?  Comparing five years ago to 
today, have you grown more concerned toward making Christian disciplines 
important? 
 
Our Christian growth is a gift from God, but that doesnôt mean that we donôt have any 
responsibly to use the God-given means to grow.  ñéOn the other hand, discipline 
yourself for the purpose of godlinessò (1 Timothy 4:7 NASB).  Spiritual disciplines 
include: Godôs Word, prayer, worship, service, evangelism, silence, solitude, 
journaling, learning, just to name a few.   
 
One of the most common reasons for the lack of spiritual growth is inconsistency in 
practicing spiritual disciplines.  Our lives can get so busy that ñthingsò compete for 
our time.  If you feel like that is happening, ask God to protect your time with Him.  It 
is a fact that those who grow the most and fastest are those who place themselves   
in the channels of grace, spiritual disciplines.  
 
Opportunities where FOLD Groups can grow, proclaim, and serveé. 

 Serving lemonade at the St. Michael Outdoor Worship Services this summer 

 Serving lemonade at the St. Michael Back Yard Party in August 

 Weekend of Service the end of August: choose a project to do as a group 

These opportunities would be a great time to re-connect with your FOLD members 
especially if you donôt meet in the summer!  Contact Karen Kuehnert so she can 
schedule you in. 
 
May God Bless America! 

Karen Kuehnert  

Director of Small Groups, 432-2033 x210 
karen.kuehnert@stmichaellcms.org 
 

 

June Membership Updates 

Baptism:  Jacob Schult 

mailto:karen.kuehnert@stmichaellcms.org
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I will praise You, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, 

and that my soul knows very well.   
Psalm 139:14 

 
Iiti em hotep  ð (greeting in Egypt)  
 
Why Egypt you may ask?  Well because August 2 -6 all 3 year olds through 5 th  
graders are invited to join us as we travel to Egypt to decode the mystery of 
life in THE EGYPT FILE!  We will discuss questions about human life like : 
did we come from ape -men?  A re people equal to animals ?  D id the parts of 
our body  just òhappenó or were they specially designed?  Is all human life 
valuable ?  D o our lives have a purpose?  Most importantly the kids will lea rn 
that our loving Father truly designed each of us specially and uniquely.   
 
The kids will get to learn some very ex citing and fun things about their 
bodies and how amazing ly God created them.  Of course we will also have a 
Craft Market, Snack Oasis, and Sunsational Games.   
 
If your child is not signed up please do so soon by going to our church 
website or fill the form out at church.  You may also call me with any 
questions or if you would like to help.  It is also a wonderful opportunity to 
grow in your faith in Christ for kids, teens, and adults.  Because yes, adults 
learn a lot too J 
 
Looking forward to another great & exc iting VBS!  
 
Your Bro in Christ ð Scott Hedtke  
 
P.S.  Keep in your prayers  the 15 Senior Youth and 4 adults going to the 
LCMS National Youth Gatherin g on July 17-21 in New Orleans, L ou isiana. 

 
 
Youth Stuff in July 

July 7 Senior Youth FIREROOF 7:00 ï 9:00 pm 
July 10  Junior Youth Powerhouse 6:00 ï 8:30 pm 
July 11 NYG Commissioning 10:00 am service 
 NYG Get-Together @ Hedtkesô 11:30 am 
July 14 Senior Youth FIREROOF 7:00 ï 9:00 pm  
July 16 Leave for New Orleans 5:00 pm 
July 17-21 National Youth Gathering in New Orleans 
July 22 Return from New Orleans early morning 
July 26 VBS Meeting 7:00 PM 
July 28 Senior Youth FIREROOF 7:00 ï 9:00 pm  
July 31 Junior Youth Powerhouse 6:00 ï 8:30 pm  
Aug 2-6 The Egypt File VBS 9:00 - Noon 
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Register Now for VBS  

August 2 ð 6, 9:00 ð Noon 
Registration forms are available  

 in the narthex or online at 

www.stmichaellcms.org  

 
 

BACKYARD PARTY:  Join us on August 6 from 5:30 ï 8:00 PM foré 
 

V Live Music 
V Free Food 
V Ice Cream 
V Moon Walk 
V Fun Activities for Kids 

 

Invite your family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers!  Bring your lawn chair 
or blanket, and prepare to sit back and enjoy the evening!   

 
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!  VBS is around the corner, and we need your 
help.  Training will be held on July 26 at 7:00 PM.  Contact Scott Hedtke, 
Karen Manges, or Christy Willson. 

 
DONATIONS NEEDED FOR VBS: Please mark bags ñVBSò and place in alcove by 

the church office.   
 
35 large bags of Doritos®ðtoasted corn, cool ranch, or nacho cheese 

300 individual vanilla pudding cups (non-refrigerated kind) 

300 cereal barsðNutriGrain or Quaker Oats 30 boxes vanilla wafer cookies 

24 bags pretzel rods 1500 juice boxes 

300 flat-bottom ice cream cones 30 16 oz cans vanilla frosting 

300 birthday candles 50 glue sticks 

300 slim (5mm) clear CD jewel cases 180 8x10 black card stock 

8½ x 11 colored paper 7,600 self-adhesive 1ò jewels 

Cardboard 1,800 inches brown suede yarn 

300 plastic juice cans (freezer concentrate size) 3,000 pony beads  

330 2½ -3 inch sticky back crosses 960 12-inch green silk reed grass 

300 ballpoint stick pens 7,500 inches green floral tape 

 

 
BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS will be celebrated the weekend of 

July 10/11 for the following children through age 12: Molly 
Bartel; Alec Bartkowiak; Alayna Bruckner; Jalen Carden; 
Jackson Connelly; Andrew Faux; Alex Henry; Brendan and 
Rachel Hensley; Clay Jones; Julian Klutz; Joshua Maxson; 
Aaron and Reid McDonald; Harrison McLain; Parker Morey; 
Aliya Raney; Maya and Nicholas Schoeph; Cameron 
Schroeder; Camden and Malik Wirges; and Addison Ziegel.  

http://www.stmichaellcms.org/
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The Lutheran Foundation awarded 
$300,000 to the St. Michael Building 
Project!  Praise the Lord!  
 

 

 

MENôS PRAYER BREAKFAST:  Join us for breakfast 
followed by devotions and prayer on July 10 at 7:00 AM at 
Richardôs Restaurant.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

REGISTER FOR 2010-2011 PRESCHOOL:  Registration 
packet s are available in the church office.  There are still a few 
spots left in the 3 year old class and one spot in the 4/5 year 
old class.   
 

COMING THIS FALLéGROWTH GROUPS!  A new kind 
of small group experience is coming to St. Michael, and 
you are invited to join us!  All the anxiety about joining an 
existing group, of not knowing what to expect or how you 
will fit in is eliminated because everyone will be signing up 
at the same time, so everyone will be new.  The 

commitment is only 10-12 weeks, depending on the semester, and it will 
give you the opportunity to connect with new people, connect with God, and 
hang out socially.  After the 10-12 weeks you will have a period of ñdown-
timeò before the next semester starts.  Because you meet weekly, 
friendships and relationships will develop, and you will experience spiritual 
growth spurts.  Contact Karen Kuehnert for more information. 
 

 
CLHS REGISTRATION will be held on August 4-5 from 1:00 - 7:00 pm in the school 

cafeteria.  Students are required to accompany parents to registration.  After 
registering, students will proceed to the Instructional Media Center (IMC) to pick up 
their books.  New student orientation will be Tuesday, August 17, from 8:00 ï noon.  
Regular classes begin Wednesday, August 18. 
 
GREAT NEW LOOK!  Every student is expected to be in uniform the first day of 

schoolðthere is no grace period.  Any student not in uniform will be sent home.  
Uniform orders placed by July 15 will be ready for pick up at registration.  Orders 
placed at registration will be ready for pick up on August 17.  View the selection and 
order form at www.clhscadets.com.  Call 483-1102 for more information.  

http://www.clhscadets.com/
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Ladies (and men), continue to save your loose change in your 
Mite Boxes!  Bring your change in a baggie to church and deposit 

in the large Mite Box at the Welcome Center. We are still 
emphasizing receiving the offerings the first Sunday of each month, 
but you can bring them any time.   
 
CHRISMONS IN AUGUST: A CHRISMON is a Christmas tree decoration used in 

many churches and often in the homes of Christians.  They are typically white 
with gold decorations of beads, ribbon, glitter, etc. and comprised mostly of 
Christian symbols.  The symbols used represent a variety of biblical and theological 
concepts that are well known among most believers.   

 
For example, the Triquetra and Circleðthe endless circle suggests 

eternity, God, the eternal One, eternal life with God.  The triquetra 
symbolized the one God Who showed Himself to man in three 
separate and distinct Persons.   
 

Join us for fellowship, fun and to gain knowledge of these beautiful symbols of our 
Christian beliefs.  You can attend one or all of the work sessions scheduled for 
Monday, August 9, 16, 23, from 6:30 ï 8:30 pm in Room 9.  We need everyone's 
help to create lots of Chrismons.  Supplies will be provided and all crafting levels are 
welcome!  
 
 

We wish to extend a special thank you to Mary Nichols who has served as 
Director of Womenôs Ministry for the past two years.  Under Maryôs leadership, 
opportunities for women to Grow, Proclaim and Serve have been numerous.  

Mary will continue to serve as liaison to LWML and is a candidate for a board 
position for LWML at the state level.   
 
Mary will attend the state LWML convention in June in Indianapolis along with 
St. Michael womenôs ministry board members: Linda Chapman, treasurer; and 
Adrienne Clendenen, nurturing and education coordinator.  Check out the 
womenôs ministry page on the St. Michael website to see our updated 
organizational chart and a list of upcoming events.   
 
Mark your calendars foré 

 Chrismon Workshops on August 9, 16, 23, from 6:30 ï 8:30 pm 

 Extraordinary Women Conference on October 8-9 at the Memorial 

Coliseum.  Contact the church office to purchase these tickets.  Check out 
ewomen.net for more information. 

 Womenôs Fall Retreat on Saturday, October 16, from 8:30 - 11:30 am.  

The featured speaker will be Heidi Floyd, breast cancer survivor, pastorôs 
wife, and employee of the Vera Bradley Foundation.   

 
Look for special opportunities to ñserve our communityò in next monthôs 
newsletter.  With God as the center, charting our course, we continue to provide 
opportunities for women to grow closer to Jesus Christ. 
 
Debbie Gotsch, Womenôs Ministry Director 

file://churchserver/common/shared_documents/Tammy's%20stuff/Newsletters/2010/ewomen.net
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To Mary Leininger and her Green Thumb Crewðthank you 
so much for transforming my yard.  It is a tremendous 
blessing to have such loving brothers and sisters.  I was 
overwhelmed.  Thank you to Julie Kistler and Edie 
Bearman for transporting me to chemo treatments.  Thank 
you to everyone for your prayers on my road to recovery. 
   Cheryl Koopmans 
 
THANK YOU TO THE GREEN THUMB CREW:  Paul, 
Mary, Mason and Emma Leininger; Dave and Jacob 
Panning; Shayne and Haley Ulmer; Chris Treace; Chris 
and Daniel Harrison; Al Claus; Dan Clendenen; Phil Gray; 
Lynn Scrogham; Lynn Auman; Dave Kuehnert; Dale 
Meyer; Larry Lute; Mike Greener and Christopher, SWLC; 
Pastor Maki, SWLC; Ron Harker; Jerry and Susie Egly. 
 
Thanks to the Family Retreat committee, Judy Pieper and the altar guild, 
and the Kingôs Strings for a wonderful weekend of growing in Godôs Word, 
fellowship, and worship. 
 
 

 
Thank you for all your generous donations.  In May, St. Michael 
provided 3,455 pounds of food to 38 familiesð24 of those families had no 
church affiliation.  Thank you for the door offering of $898.50 and $175 
donation. 
 
The Community Charity Outreach Program is in need of toothpaste and 
shampoo for clients who come in for interviews, as well as gas cards for 
members only.   
 
Thank you for all your prayers and support.  Your generosity is appreciated.   

 Godôs blessings, Marlene Lepper and Dick Doner 
 
HAVE YOU MET THE CHALLENGE YET!  Each family is 
challenged to bring one roll of toilet tissue each month!  
Donations are used to help Community Harvest Senior Pak 
and the Community Charity Outreach.  Please place rolls in 
CHFB barrel. 

 
NATIVITY SET MINISTRY:  The Community Charity Outreach is collecting 
nativity sets throughout the year to distribute to clients at Christmas.  If you 
have a set you would like to donate, contact Marlene Lepper at 432-2033 or 
432-7983.  
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JUSTICE BREAD will be available in the Narthex on July 10/11.  For 

every $3 loaf purchased, $3.20 is donated to Lutheran Social Services to 
help families in need.   

 
PUPPET MINISTRY:  Did you know that the St. Michael Puppet 

Ministry performs at camps over the summer?  Youth and adults can 
participate in this exciting ministry.  Contact Nancy Sackschewsky at 
625-4005. 
 

TOOLS FOR SCHOOL: The Salvation Army program is designed to 

provide basic school supplies for children whose parents cannot 
afford the items necessary for their children to succeed in school.  
Basic supplies are needed: book bags, notebooks, pens and pencils, 
etc.  Donations can be placed in the barrel at the entrance of St. 
Michael through the end of July. 

 

 
TEACH CHILDREN ABOUT CHRIST!  Have you thought about 

teaching or helping in the Sunday School Program?  The 
Hands-On Curriculum is exciting and makes planning easy.  
Consider teaching with your spouse or teaming up with a friend.  
Training from Group Publishing will be held in August for 
experienced and new teachers.  If teaching isnôt your thing, 
teams are being put together to encourage and help our Sunday 

School teachers; to set-up and tear down classrooms; to welcome and direct people 
throughout the Sunday School hour; and to help with the Fellowship Hour.  Call 
Tammy Bruns at 432-2033, 645-0082, or tammy@stmichaellcms.org today! 
 
REMEMBER A LOVED ONE OR SPECIAL DATE:  There are open 

dates on the altar flower calendar.  Please call Mickey Buschman at 
432-1265 to reserve a date.  Flowers that are not picked up are taken 
to a shut-in.  
 

Welcome Center:  Friendly faces are needed after worship 

services to welcome new people.  Call Terry and Sandy Butler 
at 436-3046. 
 

Lead Usher for 8:00 AM:  If you attend 8:00 service, enjoy being an usher, and can 

make a few phone calls per month, contact Chris Hupe at 484-5458 about helping. 
 
Audio/Video Support for Thursday and Saturday services.  If you 

attend these services and would be interested in learning more about 
how you can help, please call the church office at 432-2033.  This 
would be a great way to earn service hours for school.  
 
Support our Armed Forces:  If you are interested in serving on a leadership team, 

contact Mary Leininger at 676-2367 or email indylein@comcast.net.  

mailto:tammy@stmichaellcms.org
mailto:indylein@comcast.net
http://www.star883.com/ace/tools-schools
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