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SPAGHETTI SUPPER 

Wednesday, February 17 
Fellowship Hall 
5:45 ï 6:45 PM 

 
Join us for supper before the Ash 
Wednesday worship service.  Free 
will donations support the Senior 
youth trip to the National Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans. 
 

 

THERE IS STILL TIME! 
Since you will be receiving this newsletter a few days before February 
officially begins, we wanted to extend another invitation to the Capital 
Campaign Kick Off on January 31 at the Landmark Reception Hall from 
3:00 ï 5:00 pm.  The focus of the event will be to celebrate our past as a 
congregation and talk about possible plans for our future.  No requests 
for contributions will be solicited at this event which has been fully 
underwritten by generous St. Michael members.  We would love to be 
able to have this event at the church, but we simply do not have a large 
enough gathering space to accommodate everyone in one place.  
Hopefully, this will be the last time we will need to do something like this 
offsite.  Even if you have not signed up to come, there is still room 
for you at this celebration.  Please join us! 
 

 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
Transform Super Bowl Sunday into a day of caring for the 
less fortunate.  On the weekend of February 7, before 
you gather around the TV and the table filled with food, 
bring a dollar or a can of soup to church to support our 
Associated Churchesô Food Bank. 

 
 

SUPER BOWL PIZZA ON FEBRUARY 6/7! 

Order a ready-to-bake cheese or pepperoni pizza for 
$10 from the Senior Youth.  Forms are available at the 
Welcome Center.  Proceeds will go towards their trip to 
the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans. 

 
 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT!  
Take your sweetheart out on a date on Friday, February 12.  The Senior 
Youth has planned food, fun and games for the kids from 6:00 ï 10:00 
pm at St. Michael.  The cost is $25 per family.  Register your children 
today!  Forms are available at the Welcome Center. 
 
 
 

 
"SO LONG INSECURITIES," a Beth Moore simulcast event, will be sponsored by the Women's 
Ministries on Saturday, April 24, for the entire Fort Wayne community.  To help us get the word out to 
the community and ñPrepare Our Heartsò for this special event, you are invited to attend a free Beth 
Moore simulcast on February 2 at St. Michael from 1:45 ï 3:00 pm or 7:15 ï 8:30 pm.  Choose the time 
that works best with your schedule and contact Janet Olson at 436-9203 to reserve your spot.  Tickets 
for the April 24 event will be available to purchase beginning on February 2 for $20.  Hope to see you in 
attendance!  
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ON THE HORIZON  
 

Equipping Disciples 

You will be hearing more about òEquipping DiscipleséA Capital Campaign for Growth,ó but I 

wanted to share with you the approach of this campaign.  Each family  of the congregation will 

be contacted for a personal visit  from a fellow St. Michael member.  During the visit you will  

have the opportunity to see the latest building plans, which incorporate many of the 

suggestions and changes heard from the 18 Focus Group meetings we had in the fall .  You will 

also see some initial sketches of a possible design for a new sanctuary and narthex.  These are 

just preliminary drawings that are intended to promote discussion as the church continues to 

look for feedback and ideas .   
 

After the  completion of the capital campaign, t he building committee will continue to listen to comments and 

feedback from the home visits and meet with various companies to get cost estimate s.  Once we have some 

relatively firm numbers, they  will be shared at  a voters õ meeting where those present will  vote to determine what 

we build based on dollars raised and feedback.  Notice of th e voters õ meeting will be  mailed, as well as announced in 

worship and the bulletin .  I am anticipating this meeting to take place in late spring before the conclusion of th e 

school year.    
 

Call Process for an Associate Pastor  

On January 10 th , the second special voters õ meeting was held to discuss options of calling an associate pastor .  At 

that meeting, you elected to request an exclusive call for Ben Bruns to serve as our associate pastor.  A request 

for an exclusive call is asking for the Council of Presidents of the Lutheran Church ñMissouri  Synod (LCMS) to 

place a specific individual , Ben Bruns (and not any other candidate) , in our midst directly from the seminary.   
 

Looking back at St. Michael  history, we made a similar request in the 1980s for another man who served us for two 

years as an organ-playing fieldworker , and then as our Vicar.  In 1987, St. Michael  made a request for an exclusive 

call for Wayne Berkesch to se rve as a pastor at St. Michael , and Pastor Wayne was placed here as a candidate.   St. 

Michael  has used both a pproaches in calling pastors.  (T hankfully it is  not something that we have had to do very 

often in our history! )  Pastor Dave and I were called from the field  and were already serving in congregations .  

Pastor Wayne was an exclusive call to the seminary .  Both approaches are used by churches of all sizes in our 

church body today.   
 

The seminary will soon learn of our desires and talk with Vicar B en and Kim about the prospect of being placed at 

St. Michael .  (They are excited about the possibility, by the way .)  Ultimately, this is still a call , and we pray for 

the Holy Spirit to lead and guide the placement directors at both LCMS seminaries and th e Council of Presidents 

to place Ben where they believe he is best suited to serve.   
 

Both Ben and St. Michael  will find out whether or not he is placed as our associate pastor at the call service at the 

Seminary chapel on Wednesday evening, April 28th.  I can tell you firsthand that this is a fascinating process as 

Ben will walk across the front of the chapel and hear with hundreds of others where God has placed him to serve 

as pastor .  (Truly a òHere am I.  Send me!ó moment like Isaiah had in Isaiah 6.) 
 

While exclusive requests from a congregation often result in the requested seminary student being placed in the 

congregation, there is no guarantee of this .  I know of a congregation in Fort Wayne that had an exclusive request 

for a candidate that the Hol y Spirit moved those overs eeing placement not to fulfill.   If Ben is placed at St. 

Michael , he would likely begin in the late summer, after having a month or so away from our congregation to 

prepare for this task .  If Ben is not placed at St. Michael  on April 28th, a call committee will be formed to begin 

the process of calling from the field, a process that normally takes 12 -18 months.   
 

Between the Capital Campaign and the Call Process, there is much to be in prayer about as a congregation.  I am  

reminded of Lukeõs words in Luke 18:1:  Then Jesus told His disciples a parable to show them that they should 
always pray and not give up .  Please join with me and many others in praying that Godõs will be done. 

 

In Jesusõ Love, Pastor Matt 
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O Lord, You have searched me and You know meé 

For You created my inmost being;  
You knit me together in my motherõs womb. 

  Psalm 139:1,13  
 

 

Letôs talk about abortion.  Concern has been expressed that the National Healthcare Plan 
will provide for taxpayer funded abortions.  Our Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod has taken a strong pro-life stance, and 
the Bible clearly teaches that life begins at conception:  Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother 
conceived me (Psalm 51:5). 
 
If the Church does not protect the unborn child, who will?  Rev. Paul Stallsworth of the United Methodist Church says that 
his church body is failing in this regard.  He says the Methodist church has two main strategies:   
 

1) Silence.  Many Methodist leaders ignore the issue.  They assert that preaching the Gospel and making 
disciples is their main concern and are fearful of the fallout that might result in their local churches if they 
teach pro-life.   

 
2) Bridge building.  Some prominent Methodists want to reach out to all sides of the abortion controversy.  

They strive to reach a middle ground that will please the greatest number of church members.   
 
Pastor Stallsworth concludes:  Using silence, an edited Gospel, or well intentioned bridge building, avoids the truth about 
life and abortion.  He hopes for the day when The United Methodist Church will rediscover that the Gospel is a Gospel of 
Life...and will speak up for the voiceless and protect the weak.  Finally, Pastor Stallsworth points out:  The Gospel inspires 
the willingness to act for the sake of the little one in the womb and for the sake of his/her mother. 
 
I am thankful for pastors in other denominations who boldly take a stand for the safety of the unborn child, and I am 
thankful that we belong to a church body that is not afraid to speak the truth. 
 
By the way, if anyone is reading this who has had an abortion, let me remind you of the Gospel and the forgiveness of 
sins that is freely available through faith in Christ. 
 
God bless you as we Grow as disciples, Proclaim the Gospel, and Serve the community together! 
 

Love, Pastor Bob  
 

 

Surviving pneumonia was a breeze but 
surviving rehab was a different story.  
Thanks to God, Pastor Matt, Pastor Bob, 
Vicar Ben, Jim Sims, Edie, Dorothy 
and whole lot of others, I made it.  My 
three sons took care of the business end 
of things while I was away.  My sister took 
care of me at her home in Springfield, 
Ohio, until I could be "Home Alone."  I put 
myself in God's hands and with His help, I 
am a survivor.   
Thanks to everyone, M. Marie Schlaudroff 
 
 
Thank you for your generous 
contributions to assist the seminary 
students and their families.  We collected 
ten large boxes of food and personal care 
items during the Thanksgiving Drive for 
the Seminary Food Co-op.   

 Linda Grossman 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped decorate and un-
decorate the Christmas trees.  It could not have been done 
without you.  Godôs blessings!   Ed Bowman 
 
 
Thank you for thinking of me!  I was inundated with beautiful 
Christmas and birthday cards.  Godôs blessings to each of 
you. DeEtta Braun 
 
 

Thanks to all the musicians who willingly volunteer time and 
talents to provide music for a variety of St. Michael functions 
and mission opportunities! 

 
 

We would like to thank the members of our St. Michael 
family for their prayers and support following the passing of 
our beloved husband and father, Fred Buschman.  A special 
thank you to Pastor Matt, Stephanie Maxson, and Karen 
Manges for the beautiful service.  Our family appreciated 
the dinner served by the ladies.  

God Bless you all, Mickey and Jeff Buschman and family 
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Greetings from Youth Dude! 
Valentineôs Day.  It also gives me a 
chance to share this story, but I wonôt 
share who it is aboutJ 
 
Since I was a little shy when I was in 
high school, I didnôt ask many girls 

out on dates.  So my friend came up to me one day and 
said, ñHey, Iôve lined you up with a great date for Saturday 
night.  Itôs all set.ò 
ñWho is it?ò  I asked.  It turned out to be his cousin, 

Doris.  I had never met her.  In fact, I had never met any girl 
named Doris.  ñOh, no,ò I said, ñIôm not going on a blind 
date.ò 

 ñHey, donôt worry about this one,ò my friend said.  
ñDoris is a terrific girl.  And trust meðsheôs a real looker.  
But if you donôt believe me, Iôll tell you how to get out of the 
date if you donôt like the way she looks.  This is what I do: I 
go to a girlôs front door to pick her up, and when she opens 
the door, I check her out.  If I like what I see, then great, 
weôre all set.  But if sheôs ugly, I fake an asthma attack.  I go 
óAaahhhhgggggg!ô  The girl asks, óWhatôs wrong?ô  And I 
say, óItôs my asthma.ô  And so we have to call off the date.  
Just like that.  No problem.ò 

 ñWell, I donôt know...but okay, it sounds easy enough.  
Iôll do it,ò I said. 

So I went to pick up Doris.  I knocked on the door, and 
she came to the front door.  I took a look at her, and to my 
surprise, my friend was right.  She was beautiful!  I stood 
there not knowing exactly what to say. 
She took one look at me and went, ñAaahhhhgggggg!ò 

 
Thank goodness our wonderful heavenly Father doesnôt 
look at us that way.  He doesnôt care what we look like on 
the outside, only what is on the inside.  For the Lord sees 
not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart (1 Samuel 16:7b). 
 
This also gives me an opportunity to share with the high 
school-ers about a Bible study that is starting this month.  
High school girls and guys will be able to join a study 
geared for their gender.  We will talk about dating, the other 
gender, sex, etc. and how all this applies to Godôs Word.  
 

GUYS: Join us on Saturday, February 13, at 9:00 am 
GIRLS: Join us on Sunday, February 14, at 1:00 pm 

 
Donôt worry, girls, I wonôt be leading your study.  I am 
thankful that Christy Willson will be leading you.  Hope 
everyone can make it! 

Your Bro in Christ - Scott Hedtke 
 
 
Upcoming Stuff 
Sr Youth FIREPROOF February 3,10,17,24 @ 7 - 9 pm 
Jr Youth POWERHOUSE February 6 & 20 @ 6 ï 8:30 pm 
Just Guys Study Kickoff February 13 @ 9 ï 10 am 
Just Girls Study Kickoff February 14 @ 1 ï 2 pm 
Scott at Youth Ministry Conf. February 26 ï March 1  
JUNIOR YOUTH LOCKIN COMING IN MARCH!!!!!!!!  

 
 

 
Hopefully, as you read this the 
Colts will be on their way to the 
Super Bowl; if not, I will be in 
mourning.  Maybe that is a little 
dramatic, but it will be 
disappointing.  I have noticed that 
people in and around the 
community have united together in 
the celebration of the Colts season: wearing their Colts 
hats, shirts, and jerseys and discussing the games.  Even 
people who arenôt normally football fans are following the 
teamôs season.  
 
Maybe it is because we take ownership in our ñhometownò 
teams and heroes; we feel a connection.  Many of us can 
even name the players and coaches.  This is all great fun!   
 
More amazing than a near perfect football season was how 
St. Michael has united together in support of someone very 
few people even knew.  I am referring to my classmate, 
Blaise Marin (pronounced Blaze like a fire), who was born in 
Haiti.  Blaiseôs two brothers are also in the states, and they 
needed to get home to Haiti and had no idea how they were 
going to do it.  Blaise knew his uncle was killed in the 
earthquake, his aunt lost her legs, and his father was 
missing.  St. Michaelôs generous door offering helped Blaise 
and his brothers travel to Haiti.  
 
St. Michael gathered together in response to help total 
strangers in their time of need, in a way that goes far 
beyond what words can express.  I talked to Blaise and 
delivered the money to the Seminary before he left for Haiti.  
He was so humbled and amazed that our church did so 
much for him and his family.  He told me to thank everyone 
on their behalf.  Thank you for rallying together for a brother 
in Christ you have never met.  Thank you for your prayers.  
 
As of January 22, Blaise and his brothers were on their way 
into Haiti with medical supplies.  His father is doing well, 
and they are ministering to people while they are there.  
There will be additional updates when Blaise returns home 
in a few weeks.  
 
I am reminded of Jesus words as He talks about serving 
those in need.   
 
ñCome, you who are blessed by My Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation 
of the worldéThen the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, 
when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and 
give You something to drink?  When did we see You a 
stranger and invite You in, or needing clothes and clothe 
You?  When did we see You sick or in prison and go to visit 
You?'  The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for 
Me'ò (Matthew 25:37-40). 
 
St. Michael does a wonderful job! 
 

In Christ, Vicar Ben   
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us.   

Hebrews 12:1-2  
 

I have tried a couple of races.  I am 
always so nervous the first time I sign up 
for a race.  Even though I know the 
distance and can usually see a map 
ahead of time, I am not really sure what 
to expect.  When I come back the next 
year, I have a lot more confidence.  I 
know how far it is to different water 
stations or mile markers, and more 
importantly, landmarks pointing to the 
finish line! 

 
With life, we donôt know what kind of race is marked out for 
us.  We canôt ñsee the mapò to anticipate trials or joys.  Yet 
we are encouraged to throw off everything that hinders and 
run with perseverance. 
 
How can we continue with confidence when the path seems 
uncertain?  Only with Godôs strength: I can do everything 
through Him Who gives me strength (Philippians 4:10). 
 
I recently received a prayer request from an 8

th
 grader 

preparing for spinal surgery.  He was born with spina bifida 
and has endured many medical procedures.  Yet his prayer 
request was not for sympathy or a miraculous cure.  It was 
for strength and perseverance.  He asked that we sing, 
ñEverlasting God.ò 
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord,  
We will wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord.  
Our God! You Reign forever.  
Our HOPE, our strong Deliver!  
You are the everlasting God, the everlasting God.  
You do not faint; You wonôt grow weary.  
Youôre the Defender of the weak,  
You comfort those in need.  
You lift us up on wings like eagles. 

 
Our God is our Hope, our Strength, our Deliverer! We do 
not need to run alone! 
 

Stephanie Maxson  
 
 

Save the Date!!! 
Family Retreat: Get Out of the Boat 

Kramer Park 
June 26 ï 27 

More info to follow 
 

 
JANUARY MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
Transfer Out: Jerry and Jane Bischoff; Jill Brown; 

Brentley, Michelle, and Victoria Lothamer 

FOLD Ministry Newsé 
January was here and gone!  How about those New Year 
Resolutions: here and gone?   We just had our first annual 
ñSoul Careò month.  How was your spiritual health check-
up?   
 
There are ñ10 Questions to Ask to Make Sure Youôre Still 
Growing,ò and we will focus on one question each month.  
The first question dovetails nicely with one of the Five 
Marks of a Discipleécaring.   
 
Comparing five years ago to today, have 
I grown more concerned with the 
physical and spiritual needs of others? 
 
In Luke 9:11, we read that Jesus met a 
crowd of followers and ñéHe welcomed 
them, teaching them again about the 
Kingdom of God and curing those who were 
ill.ò  Jesus was in tune with othersô needs.  
A sure sign of Christian growth is seeing needs you never 
saw before and trying to meet them.  While the Christian life 
means being committed to Christ, it also includes being 
committed to other Christians.   
 
Ask the Lord to reveal to you what, if anything, you need to 
do differently as it relates to recognizing the physical and 
spiritual needs of others.  Engage in discussion with other 
Christian brothers and sisters about this question.  See 
what God may reveal to you.  This would be a great 
question to discuss in your small group! 
 
Letôs Celebrate Godôs Gift of Marriage! 
February is the month for love.  Letôs take the opportunity to 
celebrate marriages!  To do this, the Empty Nesters want to 
create a wall of wedding photos.  They are going to make 
this into a ñGuess Who is the Couple in the Photo?ò   
Submit a copy of your wedding photo (not to be returned) 
with your name on the back to church by February 7

th
 to be 

included on our wedding wall.  
 
Calling all HOSTs!  Calling all HOSTs!  Whatôs a HOST?  
If you have a Heart for people, can Open your home, Serve 
a snack and Turn on a DVD player, then you can be a 
HOST.  We want to add more small groups in the fall, and it 
is recruiting time for HOSTs.  Do you have the spiritual gift 
of hospitality?  If so, please pray about the opportunity to 
HOST a small group.  There is no better way to develop 
your spiritual growth and stay connected to God than in a 
small group.  Life was meant to be shared.  Become that 
catalyst to draw others together in fellowship and help them 
become the person God created them to be.   
 
There is a special training event to become a HOST on 
Saturday, May 1,

 
from 8:30 - 1:30.  Come and learn with 

others how to be that HOST!  All new material and small 
group philosophy will be introduced!  Call me for more 
information and registration. 
 
Happy February, and I love dark chocolate! 

Karen Kuehnert  

FOLD Small Group Director, 432-2033 x210  
karen.kuehnert@stmichaellcms.org 

mailto:karen.kuehnert@stmichaellcms.org
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St. Michael Preschool 
Michelle Wolfer, Preschool Director 
Church Office: 432-2033 
www.stmichaellcms.org  

 
 

3 year old Tuesday/Thursday from 8:30 - 11:00 am children must be 3 by August 1, 2010 
4 year old Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 8:30 - 11:00 am children must be 4 by August 1,

 
2010 (3 spots left) 

4/5 year old  Monday through Thursday from 12:30 - 3:00 pm children must be 4 by January 31, 2010 
 
 
Union Street Office: 422-6712 
Getz Road Office: 459-1616 
www.esmeagles.com  

 

ARE YOU EXPLORING EDUCATION OPTIONS FOR YOUR CHILD?  It is not 
too early to start thinking about how to provide the best education for your child 
and fulfill God's command of "training up a child in the way he should go."    
ESM is designed to help you equip your children with a solid foundation of faith 
and quality academic instruction.  The Emmanuel-St. Michael All School Open 
House is on Sunday, February 21, from 12:00 ï 3:00 pm at both campuses.  
The second Kindergarten Open House will be held from 1:00 ï 2:00 on that date.  While parents attend the open house, 
teachers will have fun with future students doing hands-on activities.  Free childcare is available for siblings.  Any child who turns 
5 by August 1 is eligible for kindergarten.  Parents of younger students are also welcome to attend for an early chance to explore 
options and gather information.  For more information, visit esmEagles.com or call the school office at 422-6712.     
 

HAVE YOU SEEN DOROTHY AND TOTO?  "Follow the Yellow Brick Road!" will lead you to an evening of good 
food and fun!  The 2

nd
 Annual Emmanuel-St. Michael Lutheran School Dinner-Auction will be held on Saturday, 

April 24.  The committee is busy making all the necessary plans and need your help in soliciting or donating gifts 
for the oral and silent auction booths.  The dessert auction was a huge success and a tasty treat for the high 
bidders.  Do you have a favorite tempting dessert that you are willing to make for bidding?  It is part of the fun 

enjoyed by all!  Plan to donate and attend this special event!  Contact Dianne Snider at 434-1007 or Diana Fulton at 747-9438 
for suggested donations, additional information, or to volunteer your services. 
 
 

 

Concordia Lutheran High School 
Office: 483-1102  
www.clhscadets.com 
 

 

THE MIKADO is the next production for the CLHS Drama 
Department on Saturday, February 27, at 7:30 pm, and 
Sunday, February 28, at 2:00 pm.  Tickets available at the 
door and are $5 adults and $4 students. 
 
SWEETHEART DEALS: Grab a bag at the Concordia Lutheran 

High School Thrift Shop from February 19-27 and fill it up for just 
$5 (some exceptions may apply).  The shop is located at 3436 N. 
Anthony Shopping Center; hours are Monday from 10:00 - 7:30, 
Tuesday-Friday from 10:00 -5:00, and Saturday from 9:30 - 3:30. 

 

DISCOVER CONCORDIA: Tuesday, March 23, at 6:30 
pm.  The format of the evening includes small group tours, 
a look at some of our outstanding programs, and a chance 
to meet with administrators.  The evening concludes with 
refreshments and everyone receives an informational CLHS 
DVD.  For additional information, contact Krista Friend at 
483-1102 x219. 
 

SPIKE AND THE BULLDOGS:  Join us on Saturday, April 
24, at the Pine Valley Country Club for an evening of music, 
fun, fellowship, a silent auction, free hors dôoeuvres and a 
cash bar.  A limited number of tickets will be on sale at the 
high school beginning Monday, February 1, for $25.  For 
more information, call the Music Department at 483-1102 
x198. 

 

 
 

WINTER FAMILY FUN BOWLING:  The Fort Wayne Lutheran Laymanôs League is sponsoring a family 
event on February 28 from 2:00 ï 5:00 pm.  The bowling will start at 2:00 PM at the Wayne Recreation 
Center (3810 Lake Avenue) and be followed by pizza and salad at Concordia Lutheran Church (4245 Lake 
Avenue).  Families will be given the opportunity to learn more about LHMôs family-based offerings of JC 
Play Zone, JC Parent Zone, and the Menôs Network.  Bowling will cost $5 per person for three games and 
shoes.  A free will offering will be taken to help cover the cost of the food.  Please email ticket requests to 
kltaylo@verizon.net by February 21. 

 
  

FUNDRAISERS FOR ESM: 

 MARKET DAY: www.marketday.com 

 

 SCRIPS!  Cash and carry is available 

every day at both school offices.  A long 
list of retailers is also available for ordering 
gift cards.  Pick up an order form in either 
school office or contact Diana Fulton at 
747-9438.   

REGISTER FOR 2010-2011 PRESCHOOL!  
Registration packets are available in the 
church office.  There are three classes: 
 

http://www.stmichaellcms.org/
http://www.esmeagles.com/
http://www.clhscadets.com/
mailto:kltaylo@verizon.net
http://www.marketday.com/
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Serving in February 2010 at St. Michael 

Altar Guild  Marge Jesse, Linda Gibson, Jaime McNamara 

  Flowers Sonrise Ministry Baked Goods 

Sponsors 7 
14 
21 
28 

Contact Carole Klaehn 
432-2413 

Dick and Shirley Fahlsing 
Anonymous 
OPEN 
OPEN 

Dick and Shirley Fahlsing 
OPEN 
OPEN 
OPEN 

No flowers  
throughout Lent 

  Wednesday Saturday 8:00 AM 10:45 

Acolytes 
 

 

6/7 
13/14 

17/20/21 
24/27/28 
3-3/6/7 

 Ethan Pearl 
Indira Doenges 
Kaelyn Hatcher 
Maddie Nichols 
Ally Fulton 

L Miller, M Miller 
A Kiefer, E Moberg 
L Stock, M Meyer 
S Ryan, H Thomas 
M Meyer, A Lahey 

C Powers, L Worsham 
C Arnold, C Wright 
S Fisher, M Leininger 
E Hahn, A Klutz 
M Kartman, C Powers 

V Dantzer, K Black 
L Hoffmann, M Thompson 
A Kiefer, C Arnold 

Elders  Harry Jones Dale Bultemeier Dan Smith John Olry 
  Saturday 8:00 AM 10:45 

Childrenôs 
Church 

6/7 
13/14 
20/21 
27/28 

Teresa, Ashley, & Katie Peters 
Kim Bruns, Emily Hahn 
Tera Klutz, Lisa Meeks 
Meghan Martin, Emily Hahn 

Jen Ackmann, Shirley Fahlsing 
Jama Fry, Jennifer Nix 
Sandy Stutz, Kait Scriven 
Jane Sieber, Marilyn Crum  

Michelle Bade, Hannah Drake 
Mary Nichols, Lynette Selking, Hannah Drake 
Gina and Katelyn Connelly 
Adrienne Clendenen 

Greeters 6/7 
13/14 
20/21 
27/28 

Pat and Marsha Franklin 
Audrey Meyers 
John and Sue Baker 
Ed and Nancy Bowman 

Connie Easterday 
Phil and Ivy Gray 
Jerry and Mary Riedel 
Dorothy Smith 

Wendy Powers 
OPEN 
Paul and Mary Leininger 
OPEN 

Lay  
Readers 

6/7 
13/14 
20/21 
27/28 

OPEN 
Cindy Mendenhall 
Mary Leininger 
Colleen Wielosinski 

Karen Hall 
OPEN 
OPEN 
OPEN 

Lisa Lorenz 
Randy Fillmore 
Janice Pekrul 
Dick Doner 

Ushers  Richard Klaehn, Jack 
Black, Larry Springer 

Don Sir Louis, Doug Bultemeyer Dave Crow 

Welcome 
Center 

6/7 
13/14 
20/21 
27/28 

Kelly Lohman  
Joe and Mindi Schoeph 
John and Sue Baker 
Terry and Sandy Butler 

Dick and Shirley Fahlsing 
Brian and Nancy Zirbel 
Kim Bruns 
Jim and Linda Grossman 

Janice Pekrul 
Carol Olry 
Tammy Bickel 
Adriene Jones 

Witness 
Speeches 

6/7 
13/14 
20/21 
27/28 

None 
Lauren Tarbet 
None 
Ethan Pearl 

None 
Alyx Klutz 
None 
Mitch Meyer 

Samuel Ryan 
None 
Jacob Bickel 
None 

 

 
No Thursday services during Lent  

(February 17 ï April 3) 
Join us for Wednesday services at 7:00 PM 

 
LENTEN SERVICES:  Wednesday Lenten services 
start on Ash Wednesday, February 17th.  Childrenôs 
sermons will be a part of each service.  Lasting about 
40-45 minutes, these worship times will help the 
entire family better recognize Jesusô great sacrifice for 
us and prepare us for the celebration of Easter! 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY IS FEBRUARY 17: A Christian 
custom on Ash Wednesday is to receive a mark of the 
cross made with ashes upon the forehead.  Ashes are 
a symbol of repentance and of our mortality, 
especially as we hear the words, ñRemember that you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return.ò   
 
EASTER SERVICES: We will again offer four worship 
services this year:  traditional services in the 
Sanctuary at 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00 am and a 
contemporary service in room 24 at 9:09 am.   
 

 

 
CONFIRMANDS AND WITNESS SPEECHES 
ñWhoever acknowledges his faith in Me before others, 

I will also acknowledge him before My Father in heavenéò 

 Matthew 10:32-33 
 

It is time once again for St. Michael confirmands to 
acknowledge their faith and publicly confess that 
Jesus Christ is their Savior and their desire to follow 
Him all the days of their life!  The confession will 
revolve around a topic selected by the confirmand, 
and a banner will be hung in the Sanctuary that also 
points to their topic.  The confession is only two to 
three minutes, but it takes a lot of preparation to write 
the confession and speak in front of the congregation.  
Please pray that our confirmands seek Jesus and 
spend time in the Bible, that they will grasp the 
importance of living for Jesus all the days of their life, 
for wisdom as they prepare their speeches, and for 
peace as they deliver their confessions.  Pray for the 
parents of the confirmands, for guidance as they 
teach their children the ways of God and for clear 
direction in defining priorities as schedules get 
overcrowded. 
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MUSIC M INISTRY  
 

NEW CHOIR PRACTICE TIMES: Beginning on 
February 17, the menôs choir will rehearse at 6:15 pm; 
the adult choir will rehearse at 7:45 pm (immediately 
after the Lenten services). 
 
HYMNAL UPDATE!  Hymnals may be sponsored for 
$20 each and a label can be included ñin honor ofò or 
ñin memory of.ò  Bring your contributions to the church 
office. 
 
 

GODôS M ISSIONð 

COMMUNITY CHARITY OUTREACH  

 
Thank you for all your generous donations.  In 
December, St. Michael provided 3,665 pounds of food to 
42 familiesð19 of those families had no church 
affiliation.  We also provided 28 families with 1,425 
pounds of food for Christmas.  Thank you for the $55 
gas donation and $193 donation. 
 
The families who received gifts from the Giving Tree 
were surprised and greatly appreciative of your 
generosity.  Thank you very much for your support. 
 
The Community Charity Outreach Program is in need of 
dish soap, feminine hygiene products, pain relievers 
(adult and children), lotion, shampoo, deodorant, 
and gas cards for clients who come in for interviews.   
 
Thank you for all your help and prayers. 

Marlene Lepper and Dick Doner 

WOMENôS M INISTRY  
 

Ladies (and men), continue to save your 
loose change in your Mite boxes!  On the 
first weekend of the month, put those mites 
in a plastic bag and deposit them in the big 
mite box at the Welcome Center.  Our mites 

provide grants to Lutherwood Spiritual Growth Program, 
which provides Bibles to the children of Lutherwood.  Each 
year at Lutherwood, an average of 150 children are 
introduced to the Gospel for the first time.  
 
MEET WITH FRIENDS!  Join the St. Michael Womenôs 
Book Group on Thursday, February 18, at 10:00 am in 
Room 24B.  Any questions, call Carol Weide at 672-3530. 
 
SURVEY RESPONSE:  Thank you for responding to our 
survey last fall.  The board members were encouraged and 
inspired with your response and comments!  We so much 
appreciate your interest in the ministry!  We are in a period 
of transition as many of us have served on the board for 
more than two years.  We are grateful for those who have 
agreed to fill some of the positions.  If anyone is interested 
in participating, please contact the church office.  God 
continues to bless us! 
  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
February 2 Meetôn Greet in Room 24 from 9:00 ï 9:25 am 

 Bring a friend and meet new friends! 
 

March 2 Federation of Lutheran Women 

 Quarterly Meeting hosted by St. Michael 
 1:30 PM in Room 24 
 

March 13 LWML Prayer Service:  Beautiful Feet 
 9:30 ï 11:00 am in Room 24 

 Share the good news of Jesus every day. 
 

April 17 LWML Zone Rally 
 9:00 AM at Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

 Guest Speaker, Heidi Floyd, Cancer Survivor 
 

 
A Message from Lutheran Social Services of Indiana:  Talking with Kids 
Why can talking with kids be so hard?  Weôve all had times when we couldnôt believe the things weôve said to our kids.  Most 
parents have blurted out something like, ñYouôll never learn!ò or ñStop crying now, just stop it!ò  Then we wonder how these things 
we swore weôd never say to our kidsðthat we didnôt like to hear our parents sayðcome out of our mouths!  Often the best way to 
deal with things we wished we hadnôt said is to admit weôre wrong and apologize.  When both kids and parents get mad, one 
thing leads to another and a simple disagreement can turn into a battle of wills.  What to do? 
   

 Take a break and listen to your child.  Make eye contact; kneel down to your childôs level. 

 Repeat what you heard.  Sometimes it helps to restate what you heard and put your childôs feelings into words. 

 Ask specific questions to gather more information.  Show that you care about your childôs feelings and get them to talk 
more about what they are thinking. 

 Acknowledge your childôs feelings.  Just saying, ñIôm glad to know thatò or ñI understandò is all your child needs to hear. 

 Listening to your childôs request without judging or correcting it.  Good teachers give children a chance to explain 
themselves first, even if they are wrong.  The same technique works at home.  See a situation through their eyes. 

 Avoid attacking your childôs character.  If your child acts out, instead of saying, ñbad girl, how dare you speak to me that 

way,ò you might say, ñThat kind of language is not OK.ò  In this way you are separating the behavior from the child.   

 Offer limited choices.  Choices give kids a sense of power and control.  Offer two choices, not five or six.  

 Speak as simply as possible.  A one-sentence answer may be much more effective than a long explanation, which could 
just confuse your child. 
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MENôS M INISTRY  
 

MENôS PRAYER BREAKFAST:  Join us on Saturday, 
February 6, at 7:00 am in the Fellowship Hall for breakfast, 
prayer, and fellowship.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Enjoy the Superbowl!  7
th

@7 will not 
meet in February.  Join us on March 
7

th
@7 as we welcome a guest speaker 

from Homestead High School, who will 
discuss relationships and accountability. 

 
 

ST. M ICHAEL NEWS 
 

GODôS KIDS WORSHIP:  Join us 
on Sunday, February 7.  Scott 
Hedtke will lead the worship service 
as we talk about the greatest love 
story.  Godôs Kids Worship is a 
complete service designed for 
children in 1

st
 ï 5

th
 grade.  The last 

15 minutes is spent in small groups with an adult mentor 
doing an activity that incorporates the message of the day.  
We will meet the first Sunday of every month in Room 24 
during the 10:45 service.  Parents should bring their 
children to Room 24 between 10:30 and 10:40 to sign in 
and then pick them up when the regular congregational 
worship service is finished.  
 

CONSIDERING JOINING ST. MICHAEL?  If 
you are considering joining St. Michael but do 
not have a Lutheran background, you are 
invited to join the next Information Workshop 
on Sunday, February 28, from 9:15 ï 1:30 PM 
(lunch and child care are provided).  This 

class, called Discipleship Training, covers the basics of the 
Christian faith and focuses on how Lutherans differ from 
other Christian denominations.  Please call the church 
office at 432-2033 to make a reservation. 
 

THE DIRECTORY IS ONLINE! You can 
find current phone numbers and addresses 
of members at www.stmichaellcms.org.  
The password will not be published in the 
newsletter or bulletin for security reasons, 
so contact the church office at 432-2033 or 
tammy@stmichaellcms.org. 

 
BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS will be celebrated 
the weekend of February 13/14 for the 
following children through age 12:  Baylee 
Ackmann; Roman Bruns; Isabelle 
Campbell; Katelynn Chaffee; Andrew 
Deeter; Katherine and Sarah Fredrick; 
Chance Gumm; Mallory Harker; Hayden 
Higdon; Abigail Lehman; Cassadie Lorenz; Kasey Miller; 
Carson Nix; Kelsey Nutter; Sebastian Oliveri; Levi Selking; 
Jessica Sobieski; Elijah Switzer. 

PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL 

 
FELLOWSHIP AND EDUCATION TIME! Join us on 
Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 for coffee 
and doughnuts, followed by Sunday School at 9:30 am.  A 
new quarter of adult Bible classes starts on February 28.  
 
] Getting Connected (101), led by Karen Kuehnert: 

Connects you to membership at St. Michael if you have 
completed the DT Workshop, are transferring to St. 
Michael, or reaffirming your faith.  
 

] How to Study the Bible (401), led by Dick Fahlsing: 
If you are new to studying the Bible, chances are you 
are unfamiliar with the types, tools, and techniques 
involved.  In this overview, you will receive practical 
guidance and encouragement as you learn about word 
studies, commentaries, dictionaries, and concordances.  
Discover the joy of time spent in God's Word! 
 

] Revelations (501), led by Pastor Robert Bruckner: 
Revelation is a great drama dealing with the 
sovereignty of God.  It is written in a series of ñsevensò 
and presents one grand truthðthe judgment of Satan 
and his forces and the triumph and glory of Christ and 
His people.  Jesus is coming again, and the End Times 
are to be taken seriously.  The class will cover the 
major themes of Revelation...and offer the hope of 
victory! 
 

] The Truth Project (601), led by John Hein and 
Shayne Ulmer: This study is the starting point for 
looking at life from a biblical perspective.  Each lesson 
discusses in great detail the relevance and importance 
of living according to Godôs design in daily life.  

 
 

GROWING DISCIPLES  

 
NURSING HOME MINISTRY:  Would you 
be interested in visiting individuals in 
nursing homes?  Tracy Shultz, a St. 
Michael member and Director of 

Residential Services at St. Ann Home, will lead us in 
training on Wednesday, February 3 and 10, from 7:00 to 
8:30 pm.  For more information please contact Kathi 
Likeness at 459-0838 or k.likeness@yahoo.com. 
 
 

STEPHEN M INISTRY  
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY is currently accepting 
applications for the next training class.  Do you 
have the gift of mercy, compassion and 
listening?  If so, or if you have questions about 
the training, please contact Debbie Gotsch at 
debbiegotsch@gmail.com or 348-7280. 
 

  

http://www.stmichaellcms.org/
mailto:tammy@stmichaellcms.org
mailto:k.likeness@yahoo.com
mailto:debbiegotsch@gmail.com
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY  

 
CRACKERS AND FISH:  Beginning on 
Ash Wednesday, February 17, we will 
hold our annual collection of fish and 
crackers.  Please bring your cans of fish 
(tuna, salmon, or any canned meat) along 
with boxes of crackers.  The food will be 
distributed to the Associated Churchesô 
Food Bank who distributes the food to families in need.   
 

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL! 
Each family is challenged to bring one roll of 
toilet tissue each month!  Donations are 
used to help Community Harvest Senior Pak 
and the Community Charity Outreach.  
Please place rolls in CHFB barrel. 

 
NATIVITY SET MINISTRY:  The Community Charity 
Outreach will be collecting nativity sets throughout 2010 to 
distribute at Christmas to clients.  The Nativity Set is a great 
way to share the Christmas message with our client 
families.  As you shop garage sales or after Christmas 
sales, keep your eyes open. If you have a set you would 
like to donate, contact Marlene Lepper at 432-2033 x 219 or 
432-7983.  African American and Hispanic sets are 
especially hard to find. 
 

A BABYôS CLOSET is a collaborative 
effort to improve the lives of Allen Countyôs 
disadvantaged infants and toddlers by 
offering parents incentives for responsible 
parenting.  We are collecting new or gently 
used clothing (newborn to 4T), blankets, 
bath tubs, diaper bags, crib mattresses and baby toiletries.  
Donations can be placed in the barrel at the church 
entrance throughout the month of February. 
 

JUSTICE BREAD will be available in the 
Narthex on February 13/14.  The specialty 
bread is garlic bites.  For every $3 loaf 
purchased, $3.30 is donated to Lutheran Social 
Services to help families in need.   

 
USED FORMAL DRESSES ARE NEEDED:  
Help send a young lady to the prom who 
couldnôt otherwise attend.  The 9

th
 Annual 

Cinderella Dress Day will be held on March 20 
at the Boys and Girls Club from 10:00 ï Noon.  
To donate one of your gently used formal 
dresses, drop off to any Peerless cleaner 
location in February. 
 

SERVING AT ST. M ICHAEL  

 
SUPPORT OUR YOUTH by sponsoring the 
Sonrise Ministry, which provides the 
refreshments and sets up the St. Michael 
Fellowship time at 9:30 AM on Sunday 
mornings.  This ministry is solely supported by 

free will donations and sponsorships.  Celebrate an 
engagement, a baptism, your familyédates are available 
through May 18 for sponsors and bakers.  If you would like 
to help, call Karen Hall at 432-9238 or Jami Jo Hahn at 260-
359-1458. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  We have many 
open dates on the altar flower calendar.  
Please call Carole Klaehn at 432-2413 to 
reserve a date.  This is a nice way to 
remember a loved one or a special date.  
Flowers that are not picked up are taken 
to a shut-in.  
 

LET IT SNOW?? Sign up on the 
main bulletin board to shovel snow 
from the sidewalk going from door to 
door for one weekend.  It will not 
snow every weekend, but we need 
someone to be prepared.  There are 
shovels and ice melt at each door 

and the snow blower will always be filled with gas.  If you 
need a key or have any questions, contact Dan Clendenen 
at 705-5419. 

 
Middle/High School Prayer Ministry:  We need five to six 
people willing to make a ONE TIME commitment to phone 
10-15 of our praying members concerning their continuation 
in the ministry.  Phone calls will be made the first weeks of 
April.  All information regarding the calls will be provided.  
Contact Christine Harrison at 625-4040. 
 

Welcome Center:  Friendly faces are needed after worship 
services to welcome new people.  Call Terry and Sandy 
Butler at 436-3046. 
 

Ushers:  Greet people as they come to worship, hand out 
bulletins, and help people with special concernséif you can 
help on: Saturday, contact Richard Klaehn at 432-2413; 
Sunday at 8:00 service, contact Chris Hupe at 484-5458; or 
Sunday at 10:45 service, contact David Crow at 459-9320. 
 

Lead Usher for 8:00 AM:  If you attend 8:00 service, enjoy 
being an usher, and can make a few phone calls per month, 
contact Chris Hupe at 484-5458 about helping. 
 

Audio/Video Support for Thursday and 
Saturday services.  If you attend these 
services and would be interested in 
learning more about how you can help, 
please call the church office at 432-2033.  It is 
easier than it looks or sounds! 
 

Puppet Ministry:  Youth and adults can participate in this 
exciting ministry.  Contact Nancy Sackschewsky at 625-
4005. 


