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Shakinõ & Servinõ the Fort  

August 28 -29 , 2010  
 

Why is St. Michael crazy about Shakinô & Servinô the Fort?  

Because it gives every member an opportunity to serve the community and 
share Christôs love with others, ñjust as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serveò (Matthew 20:28)!   
 
There are many projects availableðon Saturday or Sunday; in the morning 
or afternoon; at homes or non-profit organizations; around Fort Wayne or at 
St. Michael.  Have you signed up yet?  The hope is that every person will 
sign up for a project.  A Team Leader will contact you via email to let you 
know more about the job, so make sure to write down your email address. 
 
What can you expect that weekend?   
1. Come to worship in your work clothes.  T-shirts are available for those 

that have signed up already.  We only have 200 shirts, so sign up and 
get your shirt ASAP.  

2. Worship services will be abbreviated, and you will be commissioned to 
go out into the community to serve.  The service times will be Saturday 
at 8:30 am, 12:30 pm, and 5:00 pm; and Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:00 
am. 

3. The Team Leader will direct you from the church to the project. 

4. Godôs blessingsðfellowship with your church family; the opportunity to 
touch the hearts of others; and the knowledge that you are doing the 
Lordôs work. 

 
If you havenôt signed up yet, the projects are posted on the wall outside of 
the church office or at www.stmichaellcms.org.   
 

RALLY DAY is around the cornerðSeptember 12 
 

JOIN US FOR THE LAST 
SUMMER OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

August 5 at 7:00 pm 

Issue 8 
2010 
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Therefore there is now no condemnation  
for those who are in Christ Jesus .   

Romans 8:1  
 

My family and I have been members of the local Y 

since we first moved back to Fort Wayne.  Itõs been a 

great place to swim in the winter, exercise, and see many of you from St. 

Michael .  Membership is very easy ñwe signed up, and they automatically 

withdraw our membership dues from our checking account each month.   
 

It had been quite a few months since Iõd been to the Y.  I was actually a 

little nervous when I got my membership card out to scan as I was walking 

in a few weeks  ago to lift weights .  What if things had changed so much 

that I wasnõt sure where to go or what to do first?  What if some of the 

people that I talked with when I went four times a week recognized me and 

started asking where Iõd been?  What if when I scan ned my card some 

buzzer went off to let the person behind the desk know that I hadnõt been 

there in over three months?  
 

I literally held my breath as I held my card under the scanner, hoping I 

wouldnõt be noticed by anyone.  Nothing happened.  Sigh of reli ef.  
 

Thereõs an old American Express commercial that reminded us, 

òMembership has its privileges.ó  While Iõve been a member at some type of 

fitness center most of my adult life, there have been seasons that I havenõt 

taken advantages of its privileges .  My health, attitude, and energy level 

often reflect that.  
 

Perhaps you can relate in some way.  We have over 1 ,400 members of St. 

Michael , and we average about 600 people in worship each weekend 

throughout the year .  Many of our members donõt take advantage of their 

membership on a regular basis.  Iõve noticed that our attendance declines 

some in the summer as well.  
 

Maybe youõre one of those people who isnõt fully taking advantage of your 

membership privileges here at St. Michael .  Like my physical health i n much 

of 2010, perhaps your spiritual health is not what it could be.  Iõd invite 

your attention to the verse at the top of this page.  There is no 

condemnation in Christ Jesus!   I can promise you that no buzzers will go off 

as you step into church, and w e havenõt starting building or remodeling yet 

so youõll still recognize the place! 
Pastor Matt continued on Page 13 
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Do you know how porcupines mate?  Very 
carefully!  Do you know how backpackers hike 
in knee deep rivers?  Very carefully! 
 
I had the opportunity to backpack in Utah this 
summer near and in Zion National Park.  The hike 
took us through what is arguably the most beautiful 
canyon in the world and certainly the ultimate slot 

canyon:  ñThe Narrows.ò  The term "narrows" or "slot canyon" describes a 
canyon section where the vertical walls of the canyon crowd in very tightly 
against the riverbed.  ñWall Streetò is a two mile stretch in the heart of the 
Zion Narrows which is the ultimate expression of a narrows or slot canyon in 
the entire world.  Vertical sandstone walls soar to over 1,500 feet above the 
river while narrowing as close as 22 feet apart.  (See my bulletin board for 
pictures.) 
 
It was a ñwetò hike...we hiked in the river for two days.  The current was 
swift, the rocks were covered with moss, and at times we were up to our 
neck in 58 degree water.  We all fell several times, and one of the guys in 
our group broke a finger.  (He duct-taped his fingers together and 
continued.) 
 
Anyway...our key phrase was ñbe careful!ò   
 

Did you know that ñbe carefulò is also a phrase used 
frequently in the Bible?  We are to be careful to follow Godôs 
decrees (Leviticus 18:4).  We are to be careful to follow every 
command God gives us (Deuteronomy 8:1).  We are to be 
careful that we are not ensnared by worthless things 

(Deuteronomy 12:30).  We are to be careful to love the Lord (Joshua 23:11).  
We are to be careful to lead a blameless life (Psalm 101:2).  Jesus teaches 
that we are to be careful about being influenced by the wrong people 
(Matthew 16:6).  Paul tells us to be careful to do what is right (Romans 
12:17) and to be careful how we live (Ephesians 5:15). 
 
When I was hiking...I constantly thought about being careful.  But I donôt 
constantly think about all the missteps I might make in my daily living. 
 
Thatôs why I need to be in Godôs Word...in worship...and 
receiving Holy Communion regularly.  Here I am reminded 
to follow the Lord carefully.  And I am also reminded that 
when I slip, I have a Savior Who loves and forgives me.  I 
am so thankful for Godôs grace...and His promise to walk 
with me. 
 
God bless you.  And be careful!   

With Jesusô love, Pastor Bob 
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From our Worship Directoré 
Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will 
not grow tired or weary, and His understanding no one can 
fathom.  Isaiah 40:28   
 

After misjudging the distance to their weekend retreat camping spot, worship leader 
Brenton Brown looked at his tired, cold, grumpy  team and suggestedéprayer: ñI 
was hoping we could pray before bed, go to sleep and wake up in a better mood in 
the morning,ò Brown explains.  A typical worship teaméthey grabbed a few 
percussion instruments as they prayed.  Brown began, ñStrength will rise as we wait 
upon the Lord.ò  The phrase was repeated, a guitarist started strumming, and the 
prayer continued for 20 minutes. 
 
Whether tired from a long trip or weary from the struggles and stresses of life, we are 
told to go to the Lord for strength.  The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart 
trusts in Him and I am helped (Psalm 28:7).  [Christ] may strengthen you with power 
through His Spiritéto grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ (Ephesians 3:16,18). 
 
How can we know and trust that God will hear us?  How can we trust in His 
strength? The Lord is the everlasting Godé.He will not grow tired or weary (Isaiah 
40:28). 
 
The song ñEverlasting Godò is a prayeréstarting with the hope ñstrength will rise as 
we wait upon the Lordò and ending with the assurance ñyou are the everlasting 
Godéthe everlasting God!  You are not weak, you wonôt grow weary!ò   
 
We can come to God saying, ñI know You are not tired, but I am!  I need Your 
strength, Your wisdom, Your love.  God answers, ñI am here!  I will be your strength!  
I will renew your hope!ò 
 

Praise be to God!  Stephanie Maxson  

 

 

Outdoor Worship Services:  The final service is August 5
th

 @ 7:00 pm.  This 

informal, outdoor service is a great place to invite a friend, or neighbor to hear about 
Godôs love and strength.  Lemonade and water provided. 
 
Backyard Party 2010: A celebration to culminate VBS and our outdoor worship 

services!  Food, music, games, and fellowship!  You donôt want to miss this party! 
 
Menôs Choir will sing on August 27 at Covington Commons at 1:20 PM and 

Englewood at 2:20 PM. 
 
Worship Seminar:  Have you ever wanted to know more about teaching childrenôs 

church?  Being a mentor for Godôs Kids Worship?  How to chord on the piano?  
What techniques are used in bell ringing?  What the altar guild does?  How to read 
or follow music?  Stay tuned for more information about our new worship seminar  

coming in October. 
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Small Group Ministry Newsé 
ñThe dirty secret about Service iséItôs about Godôs passions 
and not serving yourself, your ego or your desires and 
designs.ò

1
  Quite often as we grow into adulthood, we lose 

the simple understanding of service.  ñWe become lost in a 
complicated search to match our talents, passions, and 
dreams with the actual work required around us.  In the worst 
case, we end up doing almost nothing.ò  
  

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering Godôs grace in its various forms.   1 Peter 4:10 

 

As we continue on the journey of examining ourselves and comparing ourselves five 
years ago to today, have we grown more concerned with the Church and the 
Kingdom of God?  Jesus loved the Church, the people of God, so much that He died 
for them.  The more we grow as disciples the more we love His Church, too.  When 
Christians isolate themselves from the Church and working for the Kingdom, they are 
like a body part that becomes separated, and it does not survive away from the 
body.  Isolation causes us to become inward focused, and our desire to serve others 
becomes diminished.  Therefore, we have become ineffective for Godða delight of 
Satanôs.  We need to stay connected to other Christians and serving is a great way 
to have an outward focus.  But, we canôt just sit around and wait until we experience 
an ñaha!ò moment to know exactly how and where God wants us to serve.  Service is 
less about us expressing our talents and more about administering Godôs grace and 
letting our passions find us in the process.  
 
5 Myths about Serving

1
:  

Myth #1:  ñThe opportunity to use my gifts(s) will reveal itself if I wait long enough.ò 

Waiting doesnôt help you find your gifts.  Serving does.  Donôt wait for the 
opportunity, seize any opportunity. 

Myth#2: ñIôm not spiritual enough to be of value.ò  Jesus didnôt recruit Bible 

scholars; He avoided them.  Maybe your perceived lack of spirituality is 
an asset. 

Myth #3: ñI just donôt have the time or the energy.ò  Time and energy are not things 

you have; they are things you create.  Service doesnôt take time and 
energy; it creates time and energy. 

Myth #4: ñI donôt have any spiritual gifts.ò  Do you think God withheld your gifts?  

Not possible.  

Myth#5: ñDoing something unnoticeable is pointless.ò  Jesus did a lot of things that 

were unnoticeable and pointless by standards of the day, except by those 
individual who received His service.  Doing pointless things for Jesus 
may be the point. 

 

If you havenôt taken a spiritual gift analysis within the last five years, ask me for a 
copy.  Your gifts can change as God changes you.  Enjoy serving together!  
 

Blessings as you serve the Lord with gladness, Karen Kuehnert  

Director of Small Groups, 432-2033 x210, karen.kuehnert@stmichaellcms.org 
 

If you are interested in learning more about small groups, you can complete the Small Groups 
Interest card now available at the Welcome Center or call Karen. 
 
1
 ñThe dirty secret about Service isé,ò Bill Beausay, HomeLife Magazine, July 2010. 

mailto:karen.kuehnert@stmichaellcms.org
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Greetings Earthlings!  

 

In June I had the privilege to go to Kingston, Jamaica , with 

Pastor Ben, Jim Sims, Frances McIntosh, Lisa Hendrickson, 

and Amy Konow.  It was a wonderful experience that I would 

do again.  At a recent senior youth Fireproof , we discussed 

the topic of being rich.  

 

I wanted to talk about this because I was conv icted while in Jamaica.  We 

toured a village where we built a school in one day.  This village consisted of dirt 

roads and shacks.  As we were walking through the village , one of the people 

living there invited us to come in and look at his house.  This wa s a very humbling 

experience.  Inside his house everything was clean and immaculate, the bed was 

made, the floors were clean, and everything picked up.  This man was so proud 

and thankful for what he had which by our standards was not much.  It got me 

to t hinking how much I have and how I need the newest and greatest thing and 

how I take things for granted.  We are truly blessed with so much here in 

America.  The following passage is what we discussed in youth group and would 

like you to meditate on it as w ell. 

 

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor 
to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in 
God, Who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.   Command 
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing 
to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that 
is truly life.  1 Timothy 6:17-19 

 

I encourage you all to work on putting your trust and hope in Christ!  May you all 

have a Christ - filled August!  

 

Your Bro in Christ ð Scott Hedtke  
 
 
Youth Stuff in August 

August 1 VBS Decorating Noon 
August 2-6 The Egypt File VBS 9:00 ï Noon 
August 4 Senior Youth FIREPROOF 7:00 ï 9:00 pm 
August 11 Senior Youth FIREPROOF 7:00 ï 9:00 pm 
August 14 Junior Youth POWERHOUSE 6:00 ï 8:30 pm 
August 18 Senior Youth FIREPROOF 7:00 ï 9:00 pm 
August 25 Senior Youth FIREPROOF 7:00 ï 9:00 pm 
August 28 Junior Youth POWERHOUSE 6:00 ï 8:30 pm 
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WOW!  WHAT AN EXCITING WEEK!  The days have been filled with many 
volunteers who have donated their time and energy to prepare the lessons, 
decorate the rooms, organize the crafts, set up snacks, create schedules 
and room assignments!  At this time, 224 children have already registered to 
attend the Egypt Fileð90 children from other churches and 34 children 
without any church affiliation.  These children will have the awesome 
opportunity to learn that the Word of God is authentic and authoritative!  
Please take time to thank all the teachers, helpers, and coordinators!  VBS 
could not happen without their help, and we are so appreciative for all that 
they are contributing to teach these young children! 

 

Register Now for VBS  

August 2 ð 6, 9:00 ð Noon 
Registration forms are available  

 in the narthex or online at 

www.stmichaellcms.org  

 
 

BACKYARD PARTY:  Join us on August 6 from 5:30 ï 8:00 PM 
foré 
 

V Live Music 
V Free Food 
V Ice Cream 
V Moon Walk 
V Fun Activities for Kids 

 
Invite your family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers!  Bring your 
lawn chair or blanket, and prepare to sit back and enjoy the evening!   
 

 
BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS will be celebrated the weekend of 

August 7/8 for the following children through age 12: Joseph 
Beights; Lily-Anne Bohnke; Kelsey Bruckner; Madeline 
Chrzan; Aislinn Franke; Tyler Glass; Hope and Joy Hedtke; 
Benjamin Henschen; Owen Kaiser; Carlee Kiefer; Jacob 
Loggins; Delanie Lorenz; Alexis Mackeprang; Charles 
McLain; Riley McNamara; Gretchen and Kaelyn North; 
Brittany Plant; Gavin Stock; Savanna Stuteville; Kevin 
Tarbet; Zuri Wilkinson; Mikayla Wright. 

 
 

  Train a child in the way he should go,  
and when he is old he will not turn from it.  

Proverbs 22:6  
 

http://www.stmichaellcms.org/
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RALLY DAY is around the cornerðSeptember 12 
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT CLASSES WILL 
BEGIN SEPTEMBER 12 AT 9:30 AM.  We offer classes 

for children ages 2 through 5
th
 grade, confirmation classes 

for 6
th
 through 8

th
 grade youth, and classes for our Senior 

Youth.  Adult Bible classes have been designed to 
strengthen your faith and help you in your discipleship 
walk.  A flyer with the entire yearôs schedule can be picked 
up from the turnstile in the Narthex.  Watch for sign-up sheets after VBS, so we can 
set up the rooms appropriately.  Here are just a few of the classes that will be offered 
this year: 
 

Digging Deeper into Discipleship, offered every quarter.  An in-depth look at 
what it means to live as a disciple.  Topics will include how a disciple faces 
temptation and tragedy; how to share our faith in a non-Christian culture; how to 
handle church conflict; and above all, learn to be servants.   

 

Colossians:  Christ and the Church, 1
st

 Quarter, led by Pastor Matt.  This 
New Testament book has some of the most clear and yet profound words about 
Jesus Christ.  It also has a focus on prayer that will help participants grow in 
their daily prayer life.  We will be using the inductive method of Bible study and 
discussionðall of the content of a regular Bible class but with twice the fun as 
we learn from each otherôs insights! 

 

Essentials of Marriage: Who Did You Really Marry? 1
st

 Quarter, led by Tim 
and Stephanie Maxson.  You and your spouse will discover how two very different 

people can ñbecome oneò as God intended. 
 

Seeing Through the Scriptures, 2
nd

 Quarter, led by Terry Butler.  Explore 

the major themes of the Old Testament and New Testament, which are 
intricately tied together in a small-group study and discussion format.  Bring your 
Bible and explore the ñbig pictureò of Scripture! 
 

Song of Solomon (aka Song of Songs), 2
nd

 Quarter, led by Pastor Matt.  A 
lecture and question/answer session on the Bibleôs most erotic book.  (Have 
your attention yet?!?)  Come and hear of a love story between husband and wife 
that displays the bigger love that Christ the bridegroom has for usðHis brideð
the church.  Guaranteed to include interesting discussions! 
 

Jesus Wants to Save Christians, 2
nd

 Quarter.  Delves into the issues of what 
it means to live with Christ in this world and the next.  It is about what it means 
to be a part of the church of Jesus in a world where some people fly planes into 
buildings while others pick up groceries in Hummers. 
 

1 Corinthians, 3
rd

 Quarter, led by Pastor Bob.  Several crises were about to 
tear apart the church at Corinth including immorality, lawsuits, divorce and even 
getting drunk at the communion table!  Paul deals with each crisis and shows 
how commitment to Christ can create the atmosphere where trust, forgiveness, 
and spiritual growth will occur. 
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ITõS BIGéITõS GRANDé 

ITõS COMING IN SEPTEMBERé 
You donôt want to miss your chance to be part of a 
ñWalk the Talkò Growth Group at St. Michael this fall!  
Growth Groups begin the second week in October 

and last through mid-December. Sign-ups begin September 19.  All the Fall 
ñWalk the Talkò Growth Groups will be digging deeper into the previous 
weekôs sermon.  The Pastors will post discussion questions out on the St. 
Michael website that anyone can access.  The sermon is also out on the St. 
Michael website for you to listen to if you missed it.   
 
 

Giving Christ Control, a new Bible 
Study from First Place 4 Health, explores 
what it means to yield our lives to Christ.  
Living a balanced life is in many ways 
paradoxical.  On the one hand, we want 
to exhibit good self-control, but on the 
other we have to recognize that much of 
what happens in life is beyond our 
control.  The idea of giving control up to anyoneðeven Godðcan seem 
counterintuitive at first.  However, allowing Christ to direct our life means 
that we will never be out of control.  Classes begin September 13 & 16 and 
end December 13 & 16.  The Monday evening class time is 6:00 - 7:15 pm, 
and the Thursday morning class time is 9:00 - 10:15 am.  Weigh-in is 
optional.  Pre-register so materials will be ready for you on the first day of 
class.  Contact the church office or Karen Kuehnert at 432-2033 x210 for 
more information.  Approximate cost is $15 current members and $25 for 
new members. 
 

 

CROSSWAYS BIBLE CLASS: 
The Crossways Bible class will begin meeting weekly 
on Monday from 7:00 ï 8:15 pm, beginning September 
13.  Crossways provides a sequential study of Biblical 
history as it relates the events and lessons of the Bible 
to modern everyday life.  The format of the class 

includes both lecture and group discussion.  Individual completion of weekly 
study lessons is also encouraged.  This is a good time to join the class 
because we will start our study of the New Testament.  All those who are 
interested are requested to sign up at the Welcome Center by August 18, so 
that learning materials can be ordered.  Any questions concerning 
Crossways should be directed to Terry Butler at 436-3046.  
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Church Office: 432-2033 www.stmichaellcms.org  

 

August Events 
August 23 New Parent Orientation @ 7:00 PM 
August 26 Open Houseð3 year old class from 9:00 ï 10:00 AM 
 Open Houseð4/5 year old class from 1:30 ï 2:30 PM 
August 27 Open Houseð4 year old class from 9:00 ï 10:00 AM 
August 30 First Day of School 
 

REGISTER FOR 2010-2011 PRESCHOOL:  Registration 
packets are available in the church office.  There are still a few 
spots left in the 3 year old class and one spot in the 4/5 year 
old class.   
 
 

Union Street Office: 422-6712 www.esmeagles.com 
Getz Road Office:  459-1616  

 

August Events 
August 16 Registration @ Union Street from 3:00 ï 8:00 PM 
August 17 Registration @ Union Street from 10:00 ï 1:00 PM 
August 19 Drop-off Day @ Getz Road from 3:00 ï 6:00 PM 
August 24 SCHOOL BEGINS 
August 26 Back to School @ Union Street from 6:30 ï 7:30 PM 
August 30 Back to School @ Getz Road from 6:30 ï 7:30 PM 
 
 

 

CLHS REGISTRATION will be held on August 4-5 from 1:00 - 7:00 pm in 
the school cafeteria.  Students are required to accompany parents to 
registration.  After registering, students will proceed to the Instructional 
Media Center (IMC) to pick up their books.  New student orientation will be 
Tuesday, August 17, from 8:00 ï noon.  Regular classes begin Wednesday, 
August 18. 
 
GREAT NEW LOOK!  Every student is expected to be in uniform the first 
day of schoolðthere is no grace period.  Any student not in uniform will be 
sent home.  Uniform orders placed at registration will be ready for pick up on 
August 17.  View the selection and order form at www.clhscadets.com.  Call 
483-1102 for more information. 

 

http://www.stmichaellcms.org/
http://www.esmeagles.com/
http://www.clhscadets.com/


Page 11 

 
INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF ST. 
MICHAEL?  If you do not have a Lutheran 
background, you are invited to join the next 
Information Workshop on August 22 from 9:15 ï 1:30 
pm (lunch and childcare is provided).  This class, 
called Discipleship Training, covers the basics of the 
Christian faith and focuses on how Lutherans differ 

from other Christian denominations.  If you have a Lutheran background, 
call the church office to sign up for the next Getting Connected class. 
 

 
THANK YOU!!!! To all the soloists, Life Song, Band of 
Brothers, and Kingôs Strings for providing music for our 
summer services.  I appreciate the dedication of all the 
musicians who continued to come to rehearsals throughout 
the summer months.  THANK YOU!!!! 

Stephanie Maxson 
 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU to the following members who did community service 
at Lutheran Life Villages on Sunday, July 18:  Dave and Marsha Carden; Paul 
and Jane Sieber; Al and Debbie Goebel; Dave, Machelle, Hannah, and Noah 
Thomas.  Without their help many residents in wheelchairs would not have been 
able to attend the Chapel service.    
 Marie Siegfried and Maxine Kramer 
 St. Michael Representatives for Lutheran Life Villages 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who prayed and showed concern for our daughter, 
Kristy, after her gymnastics accident.  We appreciate you so much!Wayne and 
Sharon Coverdale 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR MAGAZINES!  Your donations have been a blessing 
to many people.  Just a reminder to submit current magazines (at least within 
the last year), phone books should be recycled, and books can be donated to 
the Seminary. 

 

 

GOLF OUTING:  Cross Connections will host its 2
nd

 Annual 
Golf Outing on Saturday, October 2, at Brookwood Golf 
Course.  Registration begins at noon with a shotgun start at 
12:30.  The cost of the outing is $65/person and includes 
greens fees for 18 holes of golf, cart, cookout and prizes.  
Four Hole-in-One prizes including $10,000 cash, along with 
prizes for closest to the pin, longest drive, and winning 
teams will be awarded.  For more information, go to 

crossconnectionscounseling.com to print a registration brochure or call 
Debbie Gotsch at 744-3228, x304.  




